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Abstract  

 The relationship between terrorism and the media has long been clear.  

Terrorists aim to provoke irrational fear among large numbers of people in 

order to influence policymakers and thus advance their goals. Terrorism, in its 

modern form, has its origins in the mid to late 19Ih century, in the same era that 

saw the spread of both the mass media and democracy. Without the media, only 

a small number of people would know that an attack has taken place, and without democracy, 

those wielding power would have little reason to heed the sentiments that such violence provokes. 

Terrorism is primarily a propaganda technique and like propaganda it is persuasive 

communication. Terrorism is not merely what terrorists do, but also implies, what specters feel. To 

communicate very large number of people, their well-wishers and oppositions, terrorists exploit 

media. The aim of this research paper is to show the portrayal of terrorism in Media  
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Terrorism is the activity of violence in order to get attention of the public, administration and 

government. Terrorism is in the broadest sense, the use of intentionally indiscriminate violence as 

a means to create terror, or fear, to achieve a political religious or philosophical goal. It is used in 

this regard primarily to refer to violence against peaceful targets or in war against civilian.   

 In November 2004, Secretary-General of the United Nations report: described terrorism as 

any act “intend to cause death or serious bodily harm to civilians or non-combatants with the 

purpose of intimidating a population of compelling a government or an international organization 

to do or abstain from doing any act.” Alternatively, responding to developments in modern 

warfare. Paul James and Jonathan Friedman distinguish between state terrorism against non-

combatants and state terrorism against combatants including 'Shock and Awe' tactics. According 

the FBI 'Terrorism" is the Unlawful use of force and violence against person or property to 

intimidate or coerce government, the civilian population or any segment thereof, in furtherance of 

political and social objectives”.  In this definition three elements violence, fear and intimidation 

are focused. 

 Since 1994, the United Nations General Assembly has repeatedly condemned terrorist acts 

using the wing political description of terrorism acts using the following political description of 

terrorism : “Criminal acts intended or calculated to provoke a state of terror in the public, a group 

of persons or particular persons for political  purposes are in any circumstance unjustifiable, 

whatever the considerations of a political, philosophical, ideological, racial, ethnic, religious or 

any other nature may be invoked to justify them.” 


